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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Congleton  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1965. 

This  year  there  has  been  a further  increase  in  the  estimated 
population  of  370  with  the  number  of  births  approximately  equal 
to  the  deaths. 

Although  no  Council  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  con- 
siderable private  development  has  occurred  as  evidenced  in  that 
section  on  Private  Development  Building  in  the  Surveyor’s  section 
of  this  report.  This  has  taken  place  mainly  in  the  three  parishes 
of  Odd  Rode,  Church  Hulme  and  Goostrey.  As  a result,  con- 
siderable pressure  develops  for  new  or  improved  services  and  the 
Council’s  responsibilities  are  being  met  by  enlargement  and  re- 
modelling of  the  sewage  works  at  Holmes  Chapel  and  replacement 
of  the  existing  works  at  Snapes  Aqueduct.  In  addition  considerable 
lengths  of  new  sewers  have  been  laid  as  indicated  in  the  Report. 

Attention  is  drawn  in  that  section  of  the  report  produced  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  nuisance  arising  from  the 
Industrial  Tip  at  Malkins  Bank.  This  has  involved  your  Officers 
in  a tremendous  amount  of  work  and  the  Nuisance  Order  applied 
for  has  been  granted  by  the  local  Magistrates’  Court.  But  this 
cannot  for  certain  end  the  matter.  The  only  way  we  can  relieve  the 
inhabitants  of  our  district  adjacent  to  the  tip  of  a nuisance  which 
virtually  makes  their  lives  intolerable  is  for  the  Council  to  take 
such  steps  as  are  necessary  that  tipping  should  cease.  As  the  Health 
Inspector  points  out  the  nuisance  from  the  intensive  poultry  farm 
has  been  much  less  this  year.  Both  your  Inspector  and  myself 
formed  part  of  a Working  Party  on  all  the  problems  connected 
with  the  Intensive  Farming  Industry  and  certain  recommendations 
were  made.  Copies  of  this  report  were  circulated  to  the  members 
and  to  all  who  are  interested  in  this  growing  and  important  subject 
including  the  various  Ministries  involved. 


3 


Coronary  Disease  figures  prominently  in  the  Death  Tables  and 
accounts  for  a large  proportion  of  the  morality  figures.  This  reflects 
the  National  figures  where  this  disease  causes  more  deaths  than 
any  other  condition,  probably  60,000  per  annum.  I have  in  previous 
Annual  Reports  gone  into  the  various  theories  as  to  why  in  recent 
years  there  should  be  this  big  increase.  There  is  no  duobt  that  a 
variety  of  factors  ^lay  their  part  such  as  overeating  and  excess  of 
starchy  foods,  smoking,  but  most  important  of  all,  lack  of  sufficient 
regular  daily  exercise. 

In  recent  months  new  developments  are  taking  place  in  the 
treatment  of  Coronary  Thrombosis  which  in  some  medical  units 
can  reduce  the  mortality  by  30  per  cent.  There  are  many  instances 
in  this  disease  where  a relatively  small  thrombosis  causes  the  heart 
to  stop  beating.  In  the  U.S.A.  certain  medical  units  have  been 
established  labelled  Intensive  Cardiac  Care  Units  where,  if  the 
patient  can  be  got  there  quickly,  the  heart  could  be  restarted  by 
electrical  means  and  life  restored.  These  units  would  have  to  be 
linked  with  Ambulance  teams  of  first  aid  practitioners  who  are 
trained  in  external  cardiac  massage  and  mouth  breathing. 

I think  our  Regional  Hospital  Boards  should  give  consideration 
to  the  establishment  of  such  Units.  I know  a great  deal  of  training 
and  expense  would  be  involved  but  if  thousands  of  valuable  lives 
could  be  saved  each  year  this  would  more  than  justify  the  expense. 
There  are  one  or  two  units  already  established  in  this  Country  but 
this  service  should  be  made  available  to  all  if  possible. 

Measles  continues  to  be  the  most  prevalent  of  the  infectious 
diseases  common  in  the  country.  88  cases  were  notified  in  the  year 
under  review. 

We  have  now  got  available  an  effective  and  safe  vaccine.  At 
the  present  time  our  Ministry  of  Health  has  made  it  available  to 
General  Practitioners  but  have  discouraged  Local  Health  Auth- 
orities from  undertaking  mass  vaccination.  In  my  view  this  is  an 
extremely  short-sighted  policy.  The  argument  against  mass  vac- 
cination is  that  measles  is  mainly  non -virulent  in  character  and 
symptoms  are  easily  controllable  by  antibiotics.  But  nevertheless 
the  disease  still  carries  a mortality.  It  is  no  consolation  to  a parent 
who  loses  a child  through  measles  that  the  incidence  of  death  is 
ten  times  as  less  frequent  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  The  expense 
of  treating  measles  is  very  considerable,  taking  up  a lot  of  the 
doctors’  time,  and  using  up  enormous  amounts  of  drugs.  This  cost 
in  my  view  far  outweighs  the  cost  of  immunisation. 

In  deciding  for  or  against  general  vaccination  against  measles  the 
nuisance  value  of  the  disease  to  the  community  must  be  given 


4 


serious  consideration.  In  our  society  where  with  many  homes  both 
parents  work  full  time,  measles  may  cause  serious  social  and 
financial  disturbance  and  loss  to  a family.  The  upset  in  schools 
during  a measles  epidemic  is  quite  serious.  Whole  classes  can 
virtually  be  emptied  whilst  we  continue  to  pay  for  a service  which 
cannot  be  used. 

Despite  the  fact  that  our  Council  agreed  to  the  Fluoridation  of 
the  water  supplies,  which  was  supported  by  the  County  Health 
Committee,  the  County  Council  were  induced  to  reject  this  pro- 
gressive measure.  I need  not  here  go  into  all  the  arguments  for  and 
against  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  for  the  present  good  sense  and 
good  health  have  suffered  a reverse.  The  activities  of  a vociferous 
minority  have  succeeded  in  putting  the  clock  back. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  Molyneux, 
and  the  members  of  his  staff  for  their  help  and  guidance  given  most 
readily  at  all  times.  In  particular  I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  P. 
Kirkham,  with  whom  I work  most  closely,  for  the  assistance  he 
has  given  me  generally  and  to  him  and  Mr.  R.  O.  Birtwistle  for 
the  contribution  they  have  made  to  this  report. 


I beg  to  remain. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Throughout  this  report,  the  figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1964 
and  are  for  purposes  of  comparison 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  Population 


15,540  (15,170) 


Births 

Live  Births — 


Total 


Legitimate 244 

(229) 

125 

(124) 

119 

(105) 

Illegitimate  ...  9 

(7) 

6 

(3) 

3 

(4) 

Still  Births— 

Legitimate 4 

(3) 

2 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

(-) 

— 

( 

-) 

1 

(-) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated 

average 

population  mid- 1965 

' • • • • ■ 

. • • 

• • • 

16.4 

(15.8) 

Live  birth  rate  for  England 

and  Wales 

per 

1000  of  the  population  . 



• . . 

• • . 

18.1 

(18.4) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total 

(live  and  still) 

births 

• • ^ • 

• . . 

. . . 

19.3 

(12.5) 

Still  birth  rate  for  England 

and  Wales 

per 

1000  total  (live  and  still) 

births 

• • • 

. . . 

15.7 

(16.3) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

• • • 

.32 

(.46) 

Infantile  Mortality 


The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  : 


Total  Male 

Legitimate 9 (5)  5 (4) 

Illegitimate  ...  — ( — ) — ( — ) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  ... 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 
l^irtl^s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Female 

4 (1) 

- (-) 

35.5  (21.1) 
19.0  (20.0) 

36.8  (21.8) 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 
births  


0 (0) 


Deaths 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  254  (229)  111  (114)  143  (115) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  popu- 
lation   11.6  (10.5) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000 

of  population  11.5  (11.3) 
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The  following  table  shown  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within 
the  district  during  the  year. 


CAUSE 

Total 

Male 

F’le 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  of  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

9 

7 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

4 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

6 

— 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms... 

18 

9 

9 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

2 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

41 

15 

26 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

27 

14 

13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

6 

3 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

22 

12 

10 

Other  circulatory  disease  

11 

6 

5 

Influenza  

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  

8 

3 

5 

Bronchitis  

7 

7 



Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 



Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

75 

18 

57 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

3 

3 

— 

All  other  accidents  

2 

1 

1 

Suicide  

1 

1 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

254 

Ill 

143 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

• • • 

0 

(0) 

Other  Maternal  causes 

. . . 

0 

(0) 

Maternity  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births 

0 

(0) 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  increase  in  work  being  done  in  our 
various  Clinics.  This  is  the  outcome  of  development  and  serious 
consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  establishment  of  Clinics 
both  in  Holmes  Chapel  and  Scholar  Green. 


Welfare  Centre 

New 

0-1 

cases 

1-2 

2-5 

Total 

Attendances 

0-1  1-2  2-5 

No.  of  Clinicj 

held 

Case!  seen 

oy  Doctor 

Average  per 

Clinic  seen 

by  Doctor 

Goostrey 

..  44 

— 

— 

460 

125 

233 

24 

413 

17.2 

(45) 

(— ) 

(-) 

(529) 

(122) 

(227) 

(24) 

(354) 

(14.7) 

Holmes  Chapel  . 

..  89 

— 

— 

760 

190 

218 

24 

624 

26.0 

(73) 

(-) 

(— ) 

(552) 

(115) 

(186) 

(24) 

(425) 

(17.7) 

Mow  Cop  ... 

..  13 

— 

— 

150 

48 

23 

23 

105 

4.6 

(14) 

(— ) 

(-) 

(138) 

(25) 

(67) 

(24) 

(99) 

(4.1) 

Rode  Heath 

..  35 

— 

— 

356 

171 

103 

23 

264 

11.5 

(37) 

(-) 

(-) 

(358) 

(131) 

(135) 

(23) 

(253) 

(11.0) 

Scholar  Green  . 

..  34 

— 

— 

362 

202 

131 

24 

261 

10.9 

(36) 

(-) 

(-) 

(442) 

(155) 

(89) 

(24) 

(228) 

(9.5) 

The  names  of  the  Health  Visitors  covering  the  Rural  District 
are  as  follows  : 


Name 


A ddress 


Districts 


Street,  G.  (Mrs.) 


Richardson,  B. 


88  Macclesfield  Road,  Holmes  Chapel 
Tel.  Holmes  Chapel  3095 


Clinic  Centre,  Sandbach  Road  South 
Alsager.  Tel.  Alsager  3215 


Church  Hulme, 
Cranage,  Somerf  ord 
Somerford  Booths, 
Swettenham, 
Twemlow,  Goostrey 

Church  Lawton, 
Odd  Rode, 
Smallwood 


Furness,  H.  M.  Clinic  Centre,  Sandbach  Road  South 

Alsager.  Tel.  Alsager  3215 

Williams,  N.  R.  Ivy  Cottage,  Mill  Lane,  Snelson, 

Chelford.  Tel.  Chelford  489 

Rae,  E.  O.  (Mrs.)  Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Av.,  Sandbach 

Tel.  Sandbach  970 


Betchton,  Hassall 
Hulme  Walfield, 
Arclid,  Brereton 


Henderson,  H. 
(Mrs.) 

Corbishley,  M. 


Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Av.,  Sandbach  Bradwall,  Elton 
Tel.  Sandbach  970 


The  Clinic,  Nursery  Lane,  Congleton  Moreton-cum- 
Tel.  Congleton  2261  Alcumlow, 

Newbold  Astbury 


Gratrix,  A.  85  Wheelock  Street,  Middlewich  Tetton 

Tel.  Middlewich  2165 
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Home  Nursing 

The  District  Nurses  serving  our  area  act  in  double  capacity  as 
Home  Nurses  and  Midwives.  They  are  as  follows  : 


V.  SPENCER,  Black  and  White  Cottage,  Astbury 
M.  W.  YARNOLD,  Booth  Bed  Lane,  Goostrey 

L.  B.  BLUNSUM,  19  West  Way,  Holmes  Chapel 

H.  BARRY,  2 Drenfell  Road,  Scholar  Green 

I.  HOYLE,  9 Offley  Avenue,  Sandbach 

M.  WAINWRIGHT,  87  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach 


Congleton  3451 
Holmes  Chapel  3244 
Holmes  Chapel  2226 
Kidsgrove  2929 
Sandbach  852 
Sandbach  256 


J.  C.  BICKERTO'N  (Relief),  Treloyhan,  Elton  Rd,  Sandbach  Sandbach  3319 


We  are  constantly 
available  for  assisting 
Air  Rings 
Back  Rests 
Bed  Pans 
Bed  Cradles 
Air  Beds 
Commodes 
Carrying  Chairs 


enlarging  the  items 
patients  in  their  own 
Crutches 

Enuresis  Blankets 

Toilet  Aid 

Fireguards 

Feeding  Cups 

Beds 

Lifts 


of  nursing  equipment 
homes. 

Mackintosh  Sheets 
Page  Turner 
Tripod  Walking  Sticks 
Urinals 
Wheel  Chairs 
Walking  Aids 
Walking  Sticks 


We  are  also  finding  that  the  Disposable  Sheets  are  invaluable  for 
dealing  with  cases  of  incontinence.  It  is  also  possible  in  suitable 
cases  to  provide  a “Foul  Washing”  service. 


Births  1964 


Hospital 

Home 

Private  Nursing  Horn* 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

174 

4 

69 

1 

— 

— 

(133) 

(1) 

(88) 

(1) 

(— ) 

(-) 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  once  again  there  has  been  no 
Maternal  death. 


Chiropody 

The  use  of  this  service  has  grown  enormously  and  the  demand 
was  so  great  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reduce  the  number 
of  treatments  after  the  first  six  monthly  treatments  to  one  treatment 
every  two  months.  However,  in  exceptional  cases  where  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  the  treatment  more  frequently,  it  is  possible  to  do  this 
under  the  scheme. 
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The  scales  for  chiropody  are  as  follows  : 

Free  Treatments  - Those  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  Benefit 
or  whose  income  does  not  exceed  £5/6/0  per  week  in  the  case 
of  single  persons  or  £8/0/6  per  week  in  the  case  of  married 
couples. 

Half  cost  paid  by  Cheshire  County  Council  - When  income  be- 
tween £5/6/1  and  £6/ 16/0  per  week  in  the  case  of  single  persons. 
When  income  between  £8/0/7  and  £10/0/6  per  week  in  the  case 
of  married  couples. 

This  scale  may  be  varied  from  time  to  time 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Completed  Primary  Courses  - Persons  under  age  16 

(South  East  Cheshire) 


Type  of  Vaccine 

1965 

Year  of  Birth 

1964  1963  1962 

1961-58 

Others 

Under 

16 

Total 

At  By 

Clinics  G.P.’s 

Quadruple  

Triple  (D/WC/T)  . 

394 

703 

142 

63 

60 

27 

589 

800 

Diph. /Whooping  C 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diph. /Tetanus 

— 

6 

2 

1 

5 

2 

12 

4 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough... 

Tetanus  

— 

— 

— 

6 

4 

18 

5 

23 

Polio -Salk  

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

33 

— 

42 

Polio -Sabin  

286 

833 

249 

130 

267 

163 

659 

1269 

Reinforcing  Doses  - Persons  under  age  16 

(South  East  Cheshire) 


Others 

Total 

Year 

of  Birth 

Under 

At 

By 

Type  of  Vaccine 

1965  1964 

1963 

1962 

1961-58 

16 

Clinics 

G.P.’s 

Quadruple  

Triple  (D/WC/T)  . 

— 19 

49 

33 

164 

39 

202 

102 

Dith.  /X^hiooping  C. 
Dith. /Tetanus 

— 3 

8 

3 

311 

77 

310 

92 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough... 

' 

2 

2 

Tetanus  

— — 

1 

— 

3 

5 

— 

9 

Polio-Salk  

Polio -Sabin  

— 8 

34 

63 

698 

656 

596 

863 
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Smallpox  Vaccination  - Persons  under  age  16 

(South  East  Cheshire) 


1965 

Year 

1964 

of  Birth 
1963-61 

1960-51 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

At 

Clinics 

By 

G.P.’s 

Vaccination  

30 

399 

279 

29 

3 

740 

Re -Vaccinated 

— 

2 

10 

26 

4 

42 

420 

362 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

A new  laboratory  has  opened  at  Chester  which  we  find  more 
convenient  than  going  to  Manchester. 


Domestic  Help  Service 

Home  Helps  employed  during  1965 

Full  time — ( — ) 

Part  time  60  (52) 


60  (52) 


Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  December  1965 

Full  time — ( — ) 

Part  time 29  (28) 

29  (28) 


Applications  received  during  1965 

Confinement  1 (2) 

Sickness  6 (3) 

Others  — ( — ) 

Aged  and  Infirm  14  (12) 


21  (17) 


Cases  attended  during  1965 

Confinement  1 (3) 

Sickness  8 (9) 

Others  — ( — ) 

Aged  and  Infirm  46  (39) 


55  (51) 
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Cases  receiving  attention  at  31st  December  1965 


Confinement  . . . 

Sickness  

Others  

Aged  and  Infirm 


- (-) 

23  (22) 


(— ) 

6 (7) 


29  (29) 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Delwyn  G.  Davies,  Engineer  and  Manager 
of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board  for  the  following 
information. 

This  district  is  supplied  partly  from  the  Mow  Cop  borehole,  partly 
from  the  Delamere  boreholes  via  the  Allostock  Booster  (now  on 
standby  supply),  partly  by  a very  small  bulk  supply  purchased  from 
the  Macclesfield  and  District  Water  Board,  but  mainly  by  River 
Dee  water  from  the  Hurleston  Treatment  Works  supplied  through 
a 12  inch  main  between  Tetton  and  Holmes  Chapel.  A small 
amount  of  Hurleston  water  is  also  taken  into  the  southern  part  of 
the  district  through  Alsager  where  it  may  be  mixed  with  a pro- 
portion of  borehole  water  from  Bearstone. 

During  the  year  construction  of  the  new  service  reservoirs  at 
Alsager  and  Smallwood  continued. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  O. 
Birtwistle,  for  the  reports  on  Sewerage  and  Housing. 

Development  in  the  Rural  District 

The  development  of  the  Council’s  District  has  still  continued 
and  there  are  no  signs  of  its  abatement.  Holmes  Chapel  in  the 
Parish  of  Church  Hulme,  Church  Lawton  and  Goostrey  are  the 
main  areas  in  which  Building  Companies  are  interested  in  develop- 
ment on  comparatively  large  scale  and  it  would  seem  that  still 
greater  interest  is  likely  to  result  from  the  easier  communications 
with  Manchester,  Warrington,  Liverpool  and  Birmingham,  as  a 
result  of  the  construction  of  the  M.6  Motorway  and  the  electrifica- 
tion of  the  Manchester /Crewe  railway. 

This  fairly  rapid  development  brings  in  its  train  problems  re- 
garding drainage  and  the  following  notes  indicate  where  these 
difficulties  arise  and  the  Council’s  decisions  regarding  them. 
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SEWERAGE 


Parish  of  Betchton  - Lawton  Heath  End 

Many  meetings  were  held  with  the  two  Developing  Companies 
who  have  bought  land  in  the  Lawton  Heath  End  area,  since  it  was 
suggested  that  the  two  sites  lying  adjacent  to  each  other  should  be 
developed  virtually  as  one  building  estate. 

It  was  eventually  agreed  that  the  small  Treatment  Works  referred 
to  in  last  year’s  report  should  be  abandoned  and  that  a Pumping 
Station  should  replace  them  so  that  the  sewage  from  the.:e  estates 
could  be  discharged  to  the  new  Treatment  Works  which  are  to  be 
constructed  near  to  Snapes  Aqueduct  in  the  Parish  of  Church 
Lawton. 

The  Developers  were  invited  to  make  a contribution  tow  ards  the 
cost  of  providing  a means  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  and  they 
agreed  to  do  so,  it  being  argued  that  a small  increase  in  the  capital 
cost  of  an  individual  dwelling  would  not  be  unreasonable  and  very 
much  less  than  would  be  the  cost  of  providing  a septic  tank.  Efforts 
will  be  made  to  induce  other  Building  Companies  who  develop 
estates  in  the  Council’s  District  to  make  similar  contributions. 

Malkins  Bank 

Discussions  took  place  with  an  Officer  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Sandbach  on  the  idea  that  the  Council’s  small  Treatment  Works 
should  be  abandoned  and  that  the  sewage  should  be  discharged  to 
a near-by  Pumping  Station  belonging  to  that  Authority.  There  is 
a problem  here  in  that  the  rising  main  from  the  Pumping  Station 
is  rather  long  and  small  in  diameter  and  the  solution,  therefore, 
would  not  appear  to  be  as  easy  as  was  at  first  envisaged.  Further 
discussions  are  taking  place. 

Parish  of  Church  Hulme  - Holmes  Chapel  Village 

Discussions  still  continued  with  the  three  manufacturers  whose 
trade  wastes  are  to  be  accepted  in  the  Council’s  sewers  and  satis- 
factory agreements  were  made  with  two  of  them.  The  Council 
decided  to  proceeed  to  the  tender  stage  notwithstanding  the  failure 
to  agree  with  one  Company. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  construction  of  the  Treatment  Works 
on  the  basis  of  the  capacity  of  the  Works  being  adequate  for  the 
domestic  discharge,  together  with  the  three  trade  wastes,  the 
Council  appreciating  the  fact  that  if  agreement  was  not  reached 
with  the  remaining  Company  increased,  costs  would  devolve  upon 
the  Council,  but  there  would  be  surplus  capacity  in  the  Works 
available  for  other  industries  or  for  expansion  of  the  village. 
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Parish  of  Church  Hulme  - Alum  Bridge  Pumping  Station 

After  the  occurrence  of  a breakdown  in  one  of  the  pumps  it  was 
decided  to  provide  a new  pump  and  although  the  Pumping  Station 
is  overloaded  at  times,  it  had  to  be  of  capacity  equal  to  that 
originally  installed.  Some  trouble  has  occurred  on  occasions  during 
times  of  storm  when  se^\age  has  flowed  from  gullies  in  the  yards 
of  cottages  opposite  the  Pumping  Station.  Fortunately,  this 
occurence  is  very  rare,  but  nevertheless,  the  Council  decided  to 
approach  Fisons  Pharmaceuticals  asking  them  to  discharge  the 
minimum  quantity  of  sewage  to  this  Pumping  Station  and  to  lay  a 
new  connection  to  the  larger  sewer  in  Station  Road  which  was  laid 
last  year.  In  so  doing  it  is  hoped  to  reduce  the  volume  of  sewage 
discharged  to  the  Alum  Bridge  Pumping  Station  to  the  maximum 
capacity  of  that  Station,  so  that  the  nuisance  previously  mentioned 
will  not  arise  in  the  future.  The  alternative  would  be  to  lay  a new 
rising  main  in  London  Road  at  considerable  expense  to  the  District. 


Parish  of  Church  Lawton  - Red  Bull 

Work  continued  in  connecting  properties  to  the  new  sewers  laid 
in  the  previous  year  and  towards  the  end  of  the  current  year  it  is 
hoped  that  most  of  them  will  be  drained  to  the  new  sewers. 

Parish  of  Church  Lawton  - Snapes  Aqueduct 

Final  approval  was  received  in  connection  with  the  Council’s 
proposals  to  replace  the  existing  Sewage  Treatment  Works  serving 
Lawton  Gate  with  new  works  of  larger  capacity.  These  works  were 
designed  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  extensive  housing  de- 
velopment at  Lawton  Gate  and  also  to  deal  with  the  Rode  Heath 
area  of  the  Parish  of  Odd  Rode. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  construction  of  the  Works  and  it 
is  expected  that  an  early  start  will  be  made  on  the  construction. 

Parish  of  Goosfrey 

It  was  decided  to  lay  a new  sewer  in  Hermitage  Lane  in  the 
Parish  of  Goostrey  so  as  to  improve  the  drainage  arrangements 
where,  during  times  of  heavy  rain,  septic  tanks  were  proving  to  be 
unsuitable,  since  the  effluent  mainly  had  to  discharge  to  the  sub- 
soil which  was  not  entirely  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

Having  regard  for  the  considerable  development  taking  place  in 
the  Parish,  a review  of  the  capacity  of  the  Treatment  Works  was 
undertaken  and  the  Council  was  informed  of  the  maximum  number 
of  dwellings  which  could  be  erected  before  enlargement  became 
necessary. 
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Details  were  indicated  as  to  what  enlargement  would  be  required 
in  three  stages  taking  into  account  the  land  which  was  zoned  in  the 
Local  Planning  Authority’s  map  for  the  village  and  assuming 
development  over  a reasonable  period  of  time. 

Development  of  the  Manor  House  Estate  proceeded  and  a further 
phase  was  approved.  This  additional  site  was  lower  in  relative  levels 
than  the  Council’s  sewer  in  the  highway,  Goostrey  Lane  and  the 
Council  agreed  to  the  contractor  constructing  a Pumping  Station  to 
deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  new  development  and  then  to  adopt  it 
and  maintain  it  for  all  time  in  the  future.  The  building  was  attrac- 
tively designed  and  pumping  equipment  of  approved  make  was 
installed.  The  site  has  been  conveyed  to  the  Council  and  appropriate 
planting  has  been  completed  around  the  bulding  so  that  it  will  be  no 
more  obvious  than  the  standard  type  of  electricity  sub -station  so 
many  of  which  are  now  being  erected  in  connection  with  new 
development  estates. 

Parish  of  Newbold  Astbury 

Some  work  was  done  on  the  preparation  of  the  drawings  for  the 
Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  village  of  Astbury. 

Parish  of  Odd  Rode  - Rode  Heath 

Tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  sewers  and  three  Pumping 
Stations  were  invited  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  work  involves 
the  laying  of  a 15  inch  diameter  sewer  beneath  the  canal,  but  this 
can  only  be  undertaken  after  the  first  of  October  in  any  year,  unless 
excessive  dues  are  paid  to  British  Waterways. 

Parish  of  Smallwood 

Further  discussions  were  held  on  the  drainage  problems  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bull’s  Head  Hotel  and  in  School  Lane.  The  cost 
of  providing  main  drainage  in  the  former  area  in  order  to  remove 
pollution  will  be  very  expensive,  having  regard  for  the  widely 
scattered  development  and  it  may  be  that  the  solution  will  be  to 
call  upon  individual  property  owners  to  reconstruct  their  sewage 
plants  to  a more  modem  and  efficient  design. 

Parish  of  Somerford  - Blackhrs 

The  plans  illustrating  the  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  this  area 
of  the  parish  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the  Council 
agreed  to  proceed  with  one  part  of  the  scheme  which  would  remove 
immediately  a nuisance  about  which  complaints  have  been  made. 
This  work  could  not  proceed,  however,  until  such  time  as  the  sewers 
laid  by  the  Development  Company  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Borough  Council  of  Congleton. 
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Farm  Drainage 

It  was  discovered  during  the  year  that  an  unauthorised  connection 
from  a shippon  building  at  Scholar  Green  in  the  Parish  of  Odd 
Rode,  had  been  made  and  that  in  consequence  farm  trade  waste 
was  being  discharged  to  the  Council’s  sewers.  The  owner  and 
tenant  were  given  the  opportunity  of  paying  annual  charges  for  the 
treatment  of  this  trade  waste  but  they  eventually  decided  to  effect 
disconnection  rather  than  pay  the  charges  proposed  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING 


The  Council’s  ownership  of  dwelling  houses,  shops  and  garages 
at  the  31st  December,  1965  was  : 

Dwelling  Houses  and  Flats  ...  ... 

1095 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

Garages 

182 

There  were  no  additional  dwellings  built  during  the  year  but  27 
garages  were  constructed. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  for  some  time  that  the  Council  have 
satisfactorily  met  the  needs  of  their  District.  To  the  end  of  the  year 
the  Council  had  built  903  dwellings  since  the  1st  April,  1945,  and 
while  there  is  still  a waiting  list  for  tenancies,  the  accommodation 
provided,  including  four  bedroom,  three  bedroom  and  two  bedroom 
houses,  single  and  two  bedroom  bungalows,  flatlets  and  bungalows 
for  the  elderly,  appears  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  population.  As 
the  proportion  of  elderly  people  increases  it  would  seem  that  there 
will  be  a need  for  additional  bungalows  to  meet  their  requirements. 


Land  in  Hand 

Land  owned  by  the  Council  is  located  at  Goostrey  (Sandy  Lane), 
Rode  Heath  (Millmead)  and  Mount  Pleasant  (Clare  Street). 

The  problem  of  developing  the  Sandy  Lane  site  and  inducing 
existing  frontagers  to  join  a scheme  for  the  development  of  the 
cinder  track  as  a street,  was  not  satisfactorily  resolved  during  the 
year,  and  at  Rode  Heath  where  the  Ministry  asked  the  Council  to 
postpone  their  proposals  for  building  on  this  land  for  a period  of 
five  years,  it  would  seem  that  the  local  demand  has  been  met  by 
building  in  adjacent  parishes.  The  remainder  of  the  Council’s 
holding  at  Mount  Pleasant  is  now  likely  to  be  developed  by  the 
erection  either  of  houses  or  bungalows. 
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Dane  Stile  Farm 

The  plans  for  the  extension  of  Brookfield  Drive  to  Middlewich 
Road  through  the  land  bought  with  Dane  Style  Farm,  were  com- 
pleted and  a Contract  for  the  extension  works  was  negotiated  with 
the  Contractor  who  constructed  Oakfield  Rise,  the  second  cul  de  sac 
off  Brookfield  Drive. 

Private  Development  Sites 

The  only  site  available  for  sale  to  private  individuals  is  that  owned 
by  the  Council  in  Holmes  Chapel  called  Brookfield  Drive.  Progress 
was  made  with  the  construction  of  the  road  and  the  sale  of  plots 
was  then  possible  arousing  considerable  interest  with  those  who 
wish  to  build  dwellings  of  their  own  design  engaging  their  own 
architect  and  builder. 


Private  Development  Building 


Building  Plans  - Private  Development 


Byelaws  Bvelaws 
only  & Planning 

Planning 

only 

Outline 

Planning 

Total 

January  

6 

16 

1 

10 

39 

February  

5 

26 

5 

7 

43 

March  

19 

19 

3 

13 

54 

April  

13 

5 

25 

8 

51 

May  

20 

3 

13 

7 

43 

June  

17 

24 

10 

7 

58 

July  

15 

16 

5 

15 

51 

August 

7 

19 

5 

8 

39 

September  

9 

12 

11 

11 

43 

October  

14 

20 

2 

4 

40 

November  

10 

13 

9 

10 

42 

December  

4 

14 

7 

5 

30 

139 

187 

102 

105 

533 

This  table  indicates  a small  reduction  in  the  number  of  private 
buliding  plans  submitted  for  approval.  Total  submissions  during 
recent  years  have  been  : 


1959 

— 

414 

1963 

— 490 

1960 

— 

475 

1964 

— 552 

1961 

— 

489 

1965 

— 533 

1962 

— 

426 
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It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  withe  considerable  interest 
in  speculative  building  in  the  Council’s  district  in  recent  years,  a few 
applications  have  provided  for  large  scale  development,  and 
numerical  totals  do  not  by  any  means  indicate  the  amount  of  work 
involved  in  making  inspections  as  required  by  the  Building  Bye- 
laws. For  example  in  1962,  three  applications  provided  for  77 
houses,  in  1963  four  applications  provided  for  382  houses,  in  1964 
two  applications  provided  for  34  houses  and  in  1965  six  applications 
provided  for  412  houses. 


Airey  Houses 

It  was  not  until  almost  the  end  of  the  year  when  negotiations 
were  satisfactorily  completed  with  the  Fire  Assessors  as  to  the 
compensation  the  Council  would  receive  for  the  two  airey  type 
houses  in  Cinderhill  Lane,  Scholar  Green,  which  were  seriously 
damaged  by  fire.  On  knowing  the  amount  of  compensation  dis- 
cussions took  place  as  to  the  type  of  house  which  could  be  built  to 
replace  the  airey  houses,  and  it  would  seem  that  houses  of  a pre- 
fabricated type  would  be  the  most  suitable  in  all  the  circumstances. 


Shops  - Scholar  Green 

The  proposal  to  assist  the  County  Council  in  their  road  improve  - 
ment  schem.e  by  building  shops  and  housing  accommodation  above 
them  was  further  discussed  during  the  year,  and  the  land  required 
was  in  fact  purchased. 

Discussions  also  took  place  with  the  respective  departments  of  the 
County  Council  as  to  the  possibility  of  providing  land  for  a Clinic 
and  Library  in  addition  to  the  shops. 


Maintenance  of  Housing  Estates 

The  Council’s  decisions  regarding  the  provision  of  additional 
vehicles  and  re-organisation  of  staff  were  implemented  during  the 
year.  The  Foreman  became  more  administrative  rather  than 
manually  operational  and  he  was  provided  with  a small  van  for  his 
own  needs  in  order  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  his  supervisory  work 
more  effectively. 

The  housing  site  maintenance  employee  was  provided  with  a 
Land  Rover  and  low  loading  trailer  and  this  equipment  was  found 
to  help  him  considerably  in  speeding  up  the  grass  cutting  on  housing 
sites.  In  addition  he  was  able  to  devote  more  time  to  the  maintain- 
ing of  septic  tanks  on  small  housing  sites  when  the  gardener  for 
the  Council  Offices  was  appointed. 
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Maintenance  Depot 

The  depot  building  was  an  army  surplus  erection  consisting  merely 
of  an  asbestos  outer  cladding  but  with  no  lining  or  ceiling.  The 
Council  decided  to  provide  a ceiling  and  to  install  gas  heating 
which  it  was  felt  would  be  more  suitable  to  the  circumstances  as 
the  heat  was  readily  available  almost  instantly  for  the  short  period 
of  time  each  morning  when  the  men  are  working  in  the  building. 
It  is  proposed  to  improve  the  depot  still  further  by  removing  the 
cladding  and  building  brick  walls  as  circumstances  permit. 

Garages 

Garages  were  erected  during  the  year  at  Wavertree  Avenue, 
Scholar  Grren  - 6,  Charles  Square,  Hassall  Green  - 7,  Bank  View 
Goostrey  - 6,  and  Holmes  Chapel  - 8. 

Warden  Oversight 

The  County  Council  made  known  their  proposals  to  agree  to  me 
provision  of  accommodation  and  the  appointment  of  suitable 
persons  to  act  as  Wardens  where  groups  of  dwellings  are  already 
erected  and  are  occupied  by  elderly  people.  The  Council  reviewed 
several  of  their  housing  estates,  and  thought  that  Hassall  Green 
might  be  suitable  for  the  first  experiment,  there  being  a plot  ot 
land  available  on  which  a bungalow  could  be  erected  for  occupation 
by  a Warden. 

The  first  steps  were  taken  in  order  to  obtain  the  various  approvals 
necessary  and  to  divert  the  short  length  of  public  footpath  which 
ran  through  the  site. 

Bus  Shelters 

There  were  no  applications  from  Parish  Councils  for  the  erection 
of  bus  shelters  during  the  year  under  review,  but  the.  Council  is  still 
prepared  to  finance  such  projects  jointly  with  Parish  Councils. 


Service  Road,  Chester  Road,  Holmes  Chapel 

Under  the  original  planning  approval  given  to  land  owned  by 
the  Council  in  Holmes  Chapel,  it  was  a condition  that  access  to 
Chester  Road  should  be  limited  by  the  construction  of  a service 
road.  Difficulty  in  the  way  of  proceeding  resulted  from  the  sale  of 
two  plots  of  land  to  private  individuals,  who  were  similarly  obli- 
gated in  this  matter.  Nevertheless  the  Council’s  site  having  been 
built  up  it  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  this 
road  after  two  old  houses  had  been  demolished  so  that  Chester  Road 
itself  could  be  improved  and  proposals  were  completed  during  the 
year. 
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Advance  Payments  Code 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  decided  to  make  an  order  under 
the  Highways  Act  1959,  making  provision  for  the  advance  payments 
code  to  be  implemented  in  Rural  Districts  within  the  County  for 
the  due  construction  of  streets  which  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of 
buildings  had  not  been  made  up  to  the  County  Council’s  private 
street  works  specification. 

The  operation  of  this  advance  payments  or  street  works  code  will 
result  in  purchasers  of  new  dwellings  knowing  that  in  their  purchase 
price  they  have  paid  for  the  street  to  be  made  up  to  County  stan- 
dards and,  therefore,  they  will  not  be  involved  in  further  payments 
later  although  the  street  may  not  be  made  up  immediately. 

Selective  Tendering 

It  was  decided  during  the  year  to  introduce  selective  tendering 
and  to  this  end  Contractors  were  advised  by  public  advertisement 
that  they  should  seek  the  Council’s  approval  to  their  names  being 
added  to  a list  appropriate  to  the  works  they  were  capable  of 
undertaking.  Three  such  lists  were  prepared  as  a result  of  the 
response  - one  relative  to  the  erection  of  houses  and  buildings,  the 
second  relative  to  the  construction  of  sewers  and  the  third  to  the 
construction  of  sewage  treatment  works. 

Work  Study  Survey 

A report  was  presented  early  in  the  year  on  the  possibility  of 
introducing  work  study  and  incentive  bonus  schemes,  with  a view 
to  improving  output  in  the  housing  maintenance  department.  It 
was  considered  that  productivity  would  increase  and  that  bonus 
payments  would  be  possible  to  the  staff,  but  additional  personnel 
would  be  required  to  formulate  and  administer  the  scheme  and  the 
Council  felt  that  at  that  time  they  were  not  in  a position  to  proceed 
further. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Tuberculosis 

No  cases  were  notified  and  the  number  of  people  on  register  at 
31st  December,  1965  is  shown  below  : 


Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December  1965 


Up  to 

1 yr.  1-4  5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35^  45-54 

55-64 

65  A 
over 

Total 

Male  Pulmonary  ...  . 

_ _ 1 

1 

4 

1 4 

2 

2 

15 

Female  Pulmonary  ...  . 

— 1 

2 

4 

5 5 

— 

— 

17 

Male  Non -Pulmonary 

— 1 

2 

4 

2 — 

1 

1 

11 

Female  Non -Pulmonary  . 

...  — — 1 

5 

3 

2 2 

3 

' ~ 

16 

20 


For  comparative  purposes,  I have  recorded  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  1965  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications  of 
this  disease  received  each  year  since  1956. 


Notifications  — 1956  to  1965 


19 

p 

56 

NP 

19 

p 

57 

NP 

19 

p 

58 

NP 

19 

p 

59 

NP 

19 

p 

60 

NP 

19 

p 

61 

NP 

19 

p 

62 

NP 

19 

p 

63 

NP 

IS 

p 

)64 

NP 

19 

p 

65 

NP 

Male 

Up  to 

1 year 

1-  5 

5-15 

1 

15-25 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

35-45 

45-55 

1 

2 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

65  and 
over 

Female 

Up  to 

1 year 

1-  5 

5-15 

1 

1 

1 

15-25 

2 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

55-65 

65  and 
over 

1 

Totals 

4 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

i 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 
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Deaths  — 1956  to  1965 


19 

p 

56 

NP 

19 

p 

57 

NP 

19 

p 

58 

NP 

19 

p 

59 

NP 

19 

p 

60 

NP 

19 

p 

61 

NP 

19 

p 

62 

NP 

19 

p 

63 

NP 

19 

p 

64 

NP 

19 

p 

65 

!«* 

Male 

Up  to 

1 year 

1-  5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

1 

2 

1 

55-65 

1 

65  and 
over 

1 

Female 

Up  to 

1 year 

1-  5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  and 
over 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Notifiable  Diseases 

(other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1965 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases 

admitted 
to  hospital 

DISEASE 

Under 

1 1- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

63  & 

15-  20-  33-  45-  over 

Measles  

3 5 

811  6 43  8 

2 1 - 1 - 

88 

2 

Pneumonia  

1 - 

. . . 1 . 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

- 

1 - - - - 

- 2 - 1 - 

4 

• 

- 22  - 


The  following  sections  of  this  report  cover  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department  and  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  P. 
Kirkham,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Staff 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  existing  establishment  of  one 
foreman,  five  driver /loaders  and  nine  loaders.  There  have  been  only 
three  changes  in  staff,  one  owing  to  death.  One  replacement  served 
only  one  week  and  one  only  one  month.  The  duties  seemingly  are 
found  by  some  to  be  more  arduous  than  commonly  supposed. 
Nevertheless,  the  majority  of  employees  have  now  been  with  the 
Council  for  many  years  and  it  has  l^en  found  not  too  difficult  to 
maintain  the  establishment. 


Refuse  Collection 

I append  'the  tables  showing  the  units  collected  and  indicating 
an  increase  of  301  units  during  the  year.  The  rate  of  increase 
appears  to  accelerate  rapidly  and  in  1964  was  226.  An  increase  of 
906  units  has  now  occurred  since  the  start  of  the  bonus  scheme  in 
1961.  At  present  3 ten  cubic  yard  and  1 twelve  cubic  yard  side 
loaders  are  used  for  collection  but  it  is  considered  essential  that  in 
order  to  maintain  the  present  weekly  collection  without  increase 
of  staff,  a larger  capacity  easier  loading  vehicle  should  be  obtained. 
The  Council  have  recently  ordered  an  Eagle  Crushload  vehicle 
with  35  cubic  yard  refuse  capacity  and  having  an  additional  salvage 
compartment.  The  service  continues  to  receive  unsolicited  com- 
pliments on  its  efficiency  and  only  four  complaints  were  received 
during  the  year. 


(1) 

Driver  and 

two  loaders 

District 

2 Loaders 
Target 

Units 

Collected 

1/1/65 

Bonus 

1/1/65 

Units 

Collected 

31/12/65 

Bonus 

31/12/65 

1 

998 

1123 

125 

1221 

223 

2 

1042 

1234 

192 

1275 

233 

3 

950 

1030 

80 

1065 

115 

4 

998 

1213 

215 

1196 

198 

TOTALS 

3988 

4600 

612 

4757 

769 
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(2)  Driver  and  one  loader 


District 

1 loader 
Target 

Units 

Collected 

1/1/65 

Bonus 

1/1/65 

Units 

Collected 

31/12/65 

Bonus 

31/12/65 

1 

650 

1123 

473 

1221 

571 

2 

689 

1234 

545 

1275 

586 

3 

625 

1030 

405 

1065 

440 

4 

650 

1213 

563 

1196 

546 

TOTALS 

2614 

4600 

1986 

4757 

2143 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  disposal  continues  to  be  by  tipping,  generally  on  con- 
trolled and  semi -controlled  lines.  The  Council  operate  three  main 
tips  - one  at  Arclid  Depot,  one  at  Cranage  consisting  of  farm  pits, 
and  the  third  at  the  sewage  works  site  at  Lawton  Heath  End. 
Additional  small  tips  are  operated  from  time  to  time  for  the  benefit 
of  farmers  with  pit  holes  and  with  some  economy  to  the  Council  in 
reduced  mileage.  With  the  proposed  use  of  a much  larger  capacity 
refuse  vehicle,  there  will  be  no  necessity  to  use  any  tip  other  than 
at  the  Depot  from  which  the  vehicles  operate.  I think  it  is  generally 
felt  that  it  is  advisable  to  concentrate  tipping  as  far  as  possible  on 
one  site  and  to  mobilise  men  and  equipment  towards  securing  the 
highest  degree  of  control.  Considerable  difficulty  occurred  during 
the  year  in  obtaining  access  on  to  tips  owing  to  the  extremely  wet 
winter.  The  Council  are  to  consider  the  purchase  of  tracks  for 
fitting  to  the  existing  tractor  in  order  to  give  better  traction  and 
possibly  consolidation. 

The  problem  of  disposal  of  used  car  bodies  has  been  solved  to 
some  extent  in  this  district  by  the  operation  of  a car  baling  plant 
in  an  adjoining  district.  The  proprietor  has  offered  to  collect  the 
vehicles  free  of  charge  over  an  area  covering  much  of  this  Council’s 
district.  Nevertheless,  the  Council  are  proposing  to  establish  a 
compound  at  their  Depot  at  Arclid  to  which  any  abandoned  vehicles 
could  be  taken  whilst  their  future  is  established. 


Vehicles  and  Maintenance 

The  following  details  are  given  of  mileage  and  fuel  used  during 
1965.  The  figures  for  1964  are  given  in  parentheses.  When  the 
Council  obtain  a new  vehicle  in  1966,  vehicle  PMB  601  will  be 
disposed  of  as  surplus. 
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Number 

Make 

Duty 

Mileage 

Galls 

Fuel 

m.p.g. 

PMB  601 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collector 

2380 

406 

5.8 

PMB  602 

(spare  vehicle) 
Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collector 

7013 

1413 

4.9 

PMB  603 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collector 

6592 

1250 

5.2 

WMA363 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collector 

8483 

1454 

5.8 

743  NFM 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collector 

6417 

1238 

5.2 

367  LG 

Bedford /Eagle 
Cesspool  Emptier 

Septic  tanks  and 
Nightsoil 

10852 

1223* 

8.8 

41797 

6984 

5.8 

(39990) 

(6489) 

(6.1) 

894  STU  Fordson  Tractor  Refuse  Tips,  Sewage 

works,  etc.  85  gallons  Diesel  Oil 

used  during  1965 


* Diesel 

Nightsoil  and  Septic  Tank  Service 

Approximately  300  premises  in  the  Council’s  area  are  without 
water  conservancy.  The  Council  operates  a regular  weekly  emptying 
of  all  pail  closets  and  fortnightly  emptying  of  vaults.  The  Council’s 
sewage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Rode  Heath  has  been  approved 
and  when  this  has  been  completed  the  number  of  premises  re- 
quiring nightsoil  collection  will  be  considerably  decreased. 

A complaint  was  received  during  the  year  of  nuisance  from  the 
spreading  of  nightsoil  on  agricultural  land.  Whilst  investigation 
proved  the  complaint  to  be  one  mainly  on  aesthetic  grounds,  this 
method  of  disposal  is  one  which  the  Council  does  not  condone. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  in  the  design  of  the  Council’s  new 
sewage  works  for  the  parishes  of  Holmes  Chapel  to  include  means 
of  disposal  of  nightsoil.  I append  below  details  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  cesspool  emptier  on  the  septic  tank  desludging.  The 
figures  for  1964  are  shown  in  parentheses  : 


Type  of  Tank 

No.  of 
Loads 

No.  of 
Hours 

No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of 
diff.  tanks 

Domestic  

266  (2721) 

326  (3571) 

252  (257) 

209  (203) 

Non -Domestic  

618  (4601) 

508  (3891) 

165  (129) 

61  (75) 

Council  Houses 

87  (79) 

1081(119) 

70  (67) 

37  (37) 

Council  Sewage  Works 

129  (62) 

131  (721) 

91  (37) 

19  (14) 

Outside  area  

26  (20) 

32  (291) 

20  (15) 

12  (12) 

TOTALS 

1126  (894) 

11051(968) 

598  (505) 

338  (341) 
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Salvage 

Salvage  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  continues  although  the 
figures  in  the  table  below  show  that  this  is  not  a source  of  revenue 
to  the  Council.  The  advantages  however  of  the  disposal  of  this 
large  quantity  of  waste  material  by  this  method  are  considerable 
when  viewed  with  the  volume,  unsightliness  and  fire  risk  when 
disposed  of  on  the  tips. 


Receipts 

Weights 

Revenue 

t 

c 

Q 

t c 

Q 

£ s 

d £ 

s 

d 

Kraft  Paper  Sacks  ... 

— 

( 1 16 

3) 

— 

(£17 

9 

1) 

Container  Waste 

4 

12 

3 

( 7 17 

1) 

£45  0 

1 (£68 

16 

0) 

Mixed  Baled  Paper... 

9 

5 

2 

(11  13 

1) 

£70  6 11  (£73 

13 

4) 

Newspapers  and 

Magazines 

3 

0 

0 

(13(10 

0) 

£23  5 

0 (£74 

4 

11) 

TOTAL 

£138  12 

0 (£234 

3 

4) 

Expenditure 

£ s 

d 

£ s 

d 

Materials 



• 

• • 

— 

(£19  10 

0) 

Labour 



• 

• • 

£183  7 

8 

(£199  13 

10) 

£183  7 

8 

(£219  3 

10) 

Food  and  Food  Premises 


Three  hundred  and  thirty -six  visits  have  been  made  to  food 
premises.  The  following  matters  have  been  the  subject  of  letters 
sent  regarding  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  50  premises. 


Article  8 
Article  9 
Article  14 

Article  15 
Article  16 
Article  17 
Article  18 
Article  19 
Article  23 
Article  24 


Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  contamination 

Personal  cleanliness  

Cleanliness  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  room  and 
affixing  of  hand  washing  notices  

Water  supply  to  be  provided 

Provision  of  wash-hand  basins,  nailbrush,  soap  etc. 

Maintenance  of  first  aid  materials 

Provision  of  accommodation  for  clothing  

Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 

Cleanliness  of  food  rooms,  etc 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc 


2 

2 

28 

6 

20 

9 

5 

6 

29 

6 
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The  following  types  of  food  premises  are  located  in  this  area  : 


Grocers  and  General  32 

Public  Houses  20 

Public  Houses  and  licensed  clubs  with 

Restaurants  15 

Cafes  14 

Sweets  and  Confectionery 16 

Sweets,  Confectionery  and  Off-Licence  2 

Bakehouses  3 

Village  and  Church  Halls 8 

Village  Halls  used  as  School  Canteens  2 

School  Canteens  6 

School  Kitchens  11 

Butchers 9 

Fish  and  Chips  2 

Factory  Canteens 8 

Chemists  2 

Canning  Factory  1 

Dairy  2 


Total  153 


Forty -five  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16(l)(a)  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  There  are  nine  other  premises  registered 
under  Section  16(l)(b)  - two  fish  and  chips  and  seven  sausage  and 
meat  pies.  One  food  canning  factory  is  in  the  area. 

In  order  to  assist  in  the  statutory  requirement  for  the  provision 
of  wash-hand  notices,  the  Council  have  agreed  to  issue  free  to  food 
traders  a suitable  foiTn  of  notice. 

Two  premises  in  particular  were  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory 
during  the  year  and  many  visits  were  made  to  them  regarding 
maintenance  of  clean  and  hygienic  conditions.  One  of  them  was  a 
transport  cafe  which  eventually  ceased  to  carry  out  catering  and 
the  other  a restaurant  attached  to  licensed  premises  and  which 
subsequently  changed  hands. 

Leaflets  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
giving  advice  on  food  hygiene  in  catering  premises  have  been  issued 
in  suitable  cases  to  occupiers  of  such  premises. 


27 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

The  one  slaughterhouse  licensed  in  this  district  changed  hands 
during  the  year  and  after  a temporary  cessation  of  use  the  new 
proprietor  has  recontinued  slaughtering  for  use  at  the  shop.  The 
basis  of  charge  for  meat  inspection  has  reverted  to  that  originally 
fixed  by  the  Ministry.  The  following  are  details  of  the  work  carried 
out. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Carcases  Inspected 
and  Condemned 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pi*> 

Number  killed  

29 

2 — 

82 

13 

Number  not  inspected 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

5 

3 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cyst- 
icerci   

17.2 

3.6 

30.7 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con  - 
demned  

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

— 

— — 

— 

1 

Cysticercosis  

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Two  licences  were  issued  to  people  residing  in  the 

area. 

Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

The  following  table  indicates  the  results  of  samples  taken  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  during  the  year  : 
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Total 

Number 

Submitted 

Brucella  Positive 

Bulk  Samples 

78 

1 

Dealer  Samples  

119 

1 

Individual  Cow  Samples... 

61 

6 

Total 

258 

8 

One  notice  under  Regulation  20  has  been  effective  throughout 
the  year  and  two  further  Undertakings  to  submit  the  milk  for  heat 
treatment  have  been  accepted. 


Factories  and  Workplaces 

Since  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector, 
the  inspection  of  factories  has  been  increased  and  the  following  are 
details  : 


No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

Particulars 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority  ... 

54 

36 

6 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

11 

6 

2 

TOTAL 

65 

42 

8 

— 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

A certain  amount  of  routine  visits  have  been  made  under  the 
above  provisions  regarding  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion. Priority  has  been  given,  however,  to  implementation  of  other 
recent  legislation  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Agriculture  Act  will 
receive  more  attention  in  the  future. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  whole  of  the  premises  thought  likely  to  fall  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  Act  are  thought  to  be  registered  with  the 
Council  and  have  received  a full  survey.  Details  are  given  below  of 
items  which  have  been  found  to  require  attention.  It  is  hoped  that 
bi-annual  visits  will  be  made  as  a minimum  to  premises  registered. 
Copies  of  the  Abstract  of  the  Act  have  been  purchased  for  resale 
to  occupiers  as  this  item  was  causing  some  difficulty  in  imple- 
mentation. 

Standards  generally  for  welfare  accommodation  for  employees 
in  offices  and  shops  of  the  smaller  category  were  found  to  be  very 
meagre.  No  serious  cases  were  discovered,  however,  of  contraven- 
tion of  the  Act  and  no  institution  of  proceedings  has  yet  been  found 
necessary. 

Liaison  with  H.M.  Superintending  Inspector  of  Factories  has 
been  found  of  great  benefit  and  annual  meetings  with  this  officer 
and  the  local  public  health  inspectors  have  been  agreed. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of 

registered 
premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  general 
insp.  during  year 

Offices  

1 

9 

9 

Retail  Shops  

2 

28 

28 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 

3 

22 

22 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

60 

60 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 

Premises  under  the  Act  93 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Number  of 
Contraventions  found 

Section 

4 

— Cleanliness 

3 

Section 

5 

— Overcrowding  



— 

Section 

6 

— Temperature  
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Section 

7 

— Ventilation  



7 

Section 

8 

— Lighting  



1 

Section 

9 

— Sanitary  conveniences  



10 

Section 

10 

— Washing  facilities  

9 

Section 

11 

— Supply  of  drinking  water 



— 

Section 

12 

— Clothing  accommodation 



4 

Section 

13 

— Sitting  facilities 



2 

Section 

14 

— Seats  (sedentary  workers) 



— 

Section 

15 

— Eating  facilities 



4 

Section 

16 

— Floor,  passage  and  stairs 



2 

Section 

17 

— Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 



— 

Section 

18 

— Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 

machinery 

— 

Section 

19 

— Training  of  young  persons 

dangerous  machinery 

working  at 

— 

Section 

23 

— Prohibition  of  heavy  work 



— 

Section 

24 

— First  Aid  - General  Provisions 



26 

TOTAL 

92 

Public  Health  Inspections 

Summary  of  Visits 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  1963  ...  14 

Animals,  keeping  of  7 

Caravans  28 

Conversions  17 

Clean  Air  Act  1956  1 

Drainage  - including  septic  tanks  189 

Dustbins  7 

Factory — with  Mechanical  Power  42 

without  Mechanical  Power — 

Outworkers  — 
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Food  Premises — General  87 

Bakehouses  5 

Butchers  25 

Cafe  and  Canteens 73 

Dairy,  etc — 

Fish  and  Chips 10 

Ice  Cream 9 

Hotels  and  P.H 51 

Slaughterhouses  62 

Unsound  Food 14 

Vehicles  — 

Farms,  Sanitary  Conveniences  for  Outworkers...  19 

Housing — General  171 

Overcrowding  — 

Council  House  Applications  29 

Housing  Act  1949 : Grants  226 

Infectious  Disease — General  11 

Food  Poisoning — 

Insect  Pests  15 

Insect  Pests — Disinfestation  4 

Miscellaneous — Interviews,  Meetings,  etc 121 

Nuisance — ^General  and  Housing  139 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  93 

Petroleum  26 

Rodent  Control  51 

Scavenging — General  62 

Tips 37 

Teams  at  Work  25 

Garages  and  Depot  229 

Water  Supply  25 


Total  1924 


Conversions 

Following  a review  of  boundaries,  three  premises  transferred  to 
this  Authority  from  an  adjoining  urban  district  were  found  to  have 
pail  closets  although  a public  sewer  was  available.  One  house  had 
a conversion  carried  out  with  an  improvement  grant,  one  landlord 
had  the  closet  converted  voluntarily  by  the  provision  of  Section  47 
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and  one  elderly  pensioner,  an  owner/ occupier,  had  the  v.ork  carried 
out  with  the  National  Assistance  Board  contributing  the  interest  on 
the  outstanding  charge  against  the  property. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Thirteen  licences  were  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  1965  covering 
138  caravans.  Four  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  single  caravans  and  one  for  a site  having  two  caravans. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past,  where  a caravan  has  been 
found  to  have  been  placed  on  an  unauthorised  site,  to  advise  the 
occupier  to  seek  planning  approval  in  the  first  instance.  The  Council 
have  now  agreed  that  in  such  cases  where  planning  approval  is  not 
likely  to  be  given,  the  occupier  should  be  requested  to  leave  the  site 
and  consideration  given  to  the  taking  of  proceedings  for  occupation 
without  a Site  Licence. 

One  caravan  was  occupied  by  a man  living  a hermit -like  existence. 
Living  conditions  had  so  degenerated  that  the  licence  was  net  re- 
newed. The  man  was  eventually  removed  to  a hospital  and  the 
caravan  burnt  on  the  site. 


Clean  Air  Act  1956 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  of  nuisance 
from  smoke.  An  approach  was  made  by  a tenant  of  a new  private 
housing  estate  that  the  Council  might  consider  establishing  a smoke 
control  area.  The  Council  resolved,  however,  that  the  time  was  not 
yet  opportune  as  this  area  was  predominently  rural  in  character. 


Rodent  Control 

Contracts  totalling  £576  were  fulfilled  at  100  premises.  Private 
premises  are  treated  free.  The  following  details  are  given  of  the 
work  carried  out  : 

Number  Treated 


Private  Houses 94 

Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works  ...  19 

Industrial  and  Trade  Premises  ...  34 

Farms 66 


Sewers  were  again  found  to  be  negative  on  test  baiting. 

The  Council’s  Operator  resigned  his  appointment  and  a new  one 
was  appointed. 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Fifty -five  premises  are  now  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petrol 
and  are  required  to  conform  to  the  Home  Office  Code  as  to  the 
Conditions  of  Licence  and  Principles  of  Construction.  Three  new 
premises  have  been  licensed  during  the  year  and  two  transferred 
to  Kidsgrove  Urban  District  Council  following  a boundary  review. 


Nuisances 

An  industrial  tip  situated  in  this  area  was  the  source  of  many 
complaints  of  nuisance.  Liquid  and  solid  wastes  from  various 
manufacturing  processes  are  received  and  nuisance  arose  from  time 
to  time  from  smell.  An  Abatement  Notice  was  served  on  the  13th 
May,  1965  and  was  the  subject  of  an  appeal  by  the  defendants  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  notice  had  been  addressed.  The  appeal 
was  referred  to  the  High  Court  and  word  has  since  been  received 
that  the  appeal  was  dismissed  and  the  case  is  to  proceed  again  in 
the  Courts.  A total  of  seventy -five  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  about  this  tip. 

Considerably  less  nuisance  arose  from  the  operation  of  the 
intensive  poultry  farm  referred  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report. 


Housing 

At  the  beginning  of  1965,  thirty -two  occupied  houses  were  known 
to  be  unfit  and  the  elderly  tenants  of  eleven  of  them  had  expressed 
a wish  to  remain.  Four  additional  properties  were  represented  as 
unfit  during  the  year.  The  following  action  has  been  taken  in  1965  : 


Demolition  Orders  1 

Undertakings  to  make  fit 1 

Houses  vacated  in  which  Undertakings 

were  operative  not  to  re-let  ...  2 

Families  rehoused  by  the  Council  ...  2 

Closing  Orders  5 

Houses  demolished  3 

Undertakings  cancelled  and  houses 

made  fit  4 

Closing  Orders  determined  4 


Twenty -two  houses  known  to  be  unfit  were  occupied  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Sixty -five  vacant  properties  are  the  subject  of  Oosing 
Orders  or  Undertakings.  Works  to  at  least  twpty-two  of  these 
are  proposed  or  in  progress  to  make  the  properties  fit. 
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Improvement  Grants 

Considerable  interest  continues  to  be  shown  in  the  improvement 
grant  scheme  and  much  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  benefits 
of  it.  No  compulsory  improvements  have  been  required  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Housing  Act  1964,  but  information  on  this  subject 
has  resulted  in  schemes  being  submitted. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  work  carried  out  under  both 
grant  schemes  : 


Discretionary  Grants 


Applications  received  in  1965  24 

Applications  approved  - owner/ occupiers  ...  11 

others  13 

Total  value  of  grants  approved  £6,653 

Total  approved  since  inception  of  the  Scheme  £80,523 

Properties  affected  : 

Owner/ occupiers  180 

Others  128 

308 


Standard  Grants 


Applications  received  in  1965  

Applications  approved  - owner/ occupiers 

Others  

Number  of  houses  having  grant  paid  ... 

Total  value  of  grants  paid  

Total  amount  of  grants  paid  since  inception  of 

the  Scheme  £6534/5/0 

Properties  affected  99 


15 

7 

8 

16 

£1372/0/9 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

One  application  for  a certificate  was  approved  and  the  certificate 
issued.  Two  applications  for  cancellation  of  existing  certificates 
were  received.  One  application  was  objected  to  by  the  tenant  and 
only  one  certificate  was  cancelled  by  the  Council. 
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